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Mitt namn dr Tove Séder och jag befann mig i Windhoek, Namibia, under varen for att skriva
masteruppsats inom strategisk fysisk planering om hur postkoloniala linder arbetar med fysisk
planering. Upplevelsen av att bade besoka ett utvecklingsland och samtidigt studera varfor
forutsittningarna for att arbeta med planering skiljer sig at sa drastiskt mellan Sverige och
Namibia var oerhért givande. Det har gett mig nya insikter om globaliseringens paverkan och den
makt visterlindska nationer fortsatt innehar 6ver postkoloniala linder.

Uppsatsen dr unik i det avseende att det dr forsta gangen en masteruppsats skrivs utomlands
inom programmet for Strategisk Fysisk Planering och det dr starten for det internationella
samarbetet mellan Blekinge Tekniska Hogskola och Namibia University of Science and
Technology.

Kort beskrivning av uppsatsen:
Forskningen belyser de utmaningar som finns vid implementering av strategisk
tysisk planering i det Namibiska planeringssystemet, genom att utgora en kritisk
granskning av hur visterlindska ideal appliceras 1 en postkolonial kontext.
Granskningen gbrs 6ver idealens paverkan, effektivitet och implementeringsgrad
tillsammans med en diskussion om globaliseringens paverkan pa staters
ateruppbyggnad.

Resultatet visar pa svarigheter inom samarbetet mellan styrnivder och tar fram moijliga
torandringar for en positiv verksamhetsutveckling. Dirtill visar resultatet pa vikten av att ta
hinsyn till linders ekonomiska och historiska kontext innan utbyten och globalisering appliceras
for att fa ett framgangsrikt utfall. Uppsatsens praktiska tillimpning ur en svensk kontext dr fraimst
dess bidrag till en 6kad foérstaelse for internationell samverkan mellan offentliga sektorer, utifrin
ett postkolonialt perspektiv.

Vikten av en 6kad forstaelse fOr olika linders férutsdttningar vixer ndr stater, regioner och
kommuner blir alltmer globala. Denna uppsats har gett mig en djupare kunskap kring
vistvirldens roll 1 och efter kolonialiseringen av afrikanska stater. Forhoppningsvis kan den dven
bidra, savil lokalt som globalt, till att hoga kvalitén pa de lagar och policys som rekommenderas
av visterldndska nationer nir ett ungt land 4r i vaggan av att inféra langsiktig strategisk planering.

Abstract

This research explores the challenges the Namibian government faces in the planning process
when implementing policies for strategic spatial planning (SSP). The study considers the entire
Namibian planning process which primarily is governed top-down but has since independence
adopted policies to decentralize power. Thus, this process has been slow and resulted in constant



changes in governance settings and responsibilities. The aim of the research is, therefore, to
assess the evolving nature of the governance structure in Namibia’s SSP system, and to enhance
its impact on postcolonial planning strategies against urban sprawl. The rapid development of
urban sprawl has been selected because it is one of the major contemporary issues for SSP
practices, extending across multiple jurisdictions and demanding stakeholder coordination.

The support question focuses on the nature of Namibia's governance structure in SSP and how it
has evolved from the colonial to postcolonial eras. The following research questions explore the
effectiveness of spatial strategies for urban sprawl and the communication links within the
governance system, as well as the impact of statutory plans for SSP. Together they aim to answer
if Namibia is facing challenges in the implementation of SSP, and if so, what can be done to
improve the situation.

The methods for data collection consist of semi-structured interviews and a document study. The
data enables a comprehensive understanding of the Namibian planning system related to the
research questions. The results are analyzed through a theoretical framework with three main
themes: land use intentions, governance processes, and external conditions. Identifying relevant
planning strategies, hierarchies, and power relations. The empirical material consists of 11
interviews. Six of these are made with officials from all planning levels; the national, regional, and
local, and the others by key informants. Key informants are experts on Namibia’s planning
system and political climate. This is complemented by an analysis of public planning documents
used for spatial planning, referred to by the respondents.

The result shows that decentralization from the national to subnational planning levels has taken
place to a certain extent, although the autonomy among local and regional planning authorities is
limited. This is because of the national government's reluctance to surrender control over the
economy as well as due to a local lack of knowledge about strategy-making for land use.
Furthermore, the main issues are the lack of strategic plans that coordinates and guides SSP,
weak communication links between government levels, and the gap between political initiatives
for decentralization and the subnational demand. The lack of communication links affects the
governance process between planning levels as well as the coordination inside each government.
This prolongs decision-making and connects to the gap between the national intentions for
decentralization and the weak local demand for it. Moreover, the partial decentralization has
confused stakeholders by delegating responsibility without the actual mandate to act, leading to
limited strategies and poor execution of actions against urban sprawl. External pressures from
international agencies influencing the governance process also add to the challenges for
postcolonial planning.

The thesis suggests several improvement opportunities to increase the implementation rate of
spatial strategies. These include strengthened support systems from the national to the
subnational level, alighment among strategic plans, and stronger communication links to improve
governance processes. External pressures could become a more rewarding asset if international
involvement began to support local knowledge instead of channeling Western ideals. These
understandings matter because they provide theories of the urban with a global south narrative
instead of the dominant Western perspective of governance, decentralization, and SSP.



